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Welcome to the third

Key Elements of the Numeracy Plan

instalment of the
Newfoundland and Labrador
English School District’s
(NLESD) Numeracy Spotlight.
This month we are highlighting
numeracy with a specific focus
on the Central region. Take a
few moments to explore.

One component of the Numeracy Plan is the
promotion and communication of numeracy with all
members of the school community. Professor Jo
Boaler has advice for parents;

…………………………………………………………………………….....

Numeracy in NL
NLESD is concluding Day 3 (PL) for all Mathematics 6 and 7
teachers exploring responsive teaching and learning in
optimal learning environments.
Professional learning for a cohort group of educators through
a Book Study on Mathematical Mindsets has concluded.
Feedback from teachers indicates that participants valued
the time to connect virtually with colleagues to share ideas
for classroom use. Teachers who participated indicated that
their experience in this course will impact their practice in
that they will focus on the value of mistakes and the learning
that is fostered. They also plan to continue to promote a
growth mindset as they encourage students to become more
involved in the learning process.

Do you remember how excited your children were
about maths* when they were young? How they
were excited by patterns in nature? How they
rearranged a set of objects and found, with
delight, that they had the same number? Before
children start school they often talk about maths
with curiosity and wonder, but soon after they
start school many children decide that maths is
confusing and scary and they are not a “math
person”. This is because maths in many schools
is all about procedures, memorization and
deciding which children can and which cannot.
Maths has become a performance subject and
students of all ages are more likely to tell you that
maths is all about answering questions correctly
than tell you about the beauty of the subject or the
way it piques their interest. Given the
performance and test-driven culture of our
schools, with over-packed curriculum and
stressed out students, what can parents do to
transform maths for their children?

Spotlight on Numeracy-

Makerspace at Sprucewood

Mathematics 6/Mathematics 7 teachers engaged in
1.5 days of professional learning with a focus on
responsive teaching and learning.
NLESD, in
partnership with EECD, provided each Grade 6 and
Grade 7 math teacher a copy of two text resources:
Mathematical Mindsets and Young Mathematicians
at Work: Constructing Fractions, Decimals, and
Percents. These resources will support ongoing
professional learning for teachers.

“There are two goals for today: 1. Explore new
ways of thinking about multiplication and 2. Have
fun!” This is how Mr. Stacey concludes his
instructions to Ms. Vincent’s grade 4 class.
Without hesitation they quickly move into their
groups and begin to explore a variety of activities
designed to not only enhance their multiplication
skills but engage them in hands on learning. From
ozobots and microbits to Kahoot and the Lego
wall students are collaborating and working
together to solve multiplication problems. A class
of 32 grade four students are excited to learn
mathematics.
The maker space is a place where students can
access hands on learning. From coding a microbit
to multiplying to sewing a pattern quilt students
have a space in which mathematics learning
becomes authentic and engaging.

Numeracy PL session - Grade 6/7 teachers collaborating,
Gander.

NLESD Numeracy Team on Twitter
You can follow the action and all things numeracy
related in NLESD by checking out the Numeracy
Team’s twitter @NLESDNT.

Ms. Vincent and Mr. Stacey with Grade 4 students,
Sprucewood Academy, Grand Falls-Windsor.

Microbit

