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District News

The NLESD District Strategic
Plan Meeting was held at MDJH
on January 24, 2017.

A BIG thank you to our Student
Leaders who showed our guests
to the Library.
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Thank you to all of the School
Council Chairs and Administrators
that took part in Session 1.

Spelling Bee
In a field of over 20 competitors,
two students emerged victorious!
Vincent Burton of 7-5 placed first
while Momin Anwar of 8-4 came
in a close second. Both boys will
attend The Telegram Regional
Spelling Bee on February 25 at
the Holy Heart Auditorium. Admission is free, but donations to
the Food Bank would be gratefully accepted. The show starts
at 2:00. Come out and support
our fantastic spellers!

(L-R) Vincent Burton, 7-5 and
Momin Anwar 8-4

Dates to Remember:
January 30, 2017—Last Day to pass in MISSED Work
January 30, 2017—TERM 2 Begins

Looking For Mathematics Help?
Drop by the Library from 2:10-3:10 every Monday, or drop by room 206 from
11:48-12:15 every Thursday.
Teacher supports and peer tutors are available. All are welcome.

Mathematics Recovery Assessments...
Again this year, students at Macdonald Drive Junior High will be writing a
mathematics recovery assessment. The recovery assessments serve as an
opportunity to improve upon grades from previously completed units.
The Grade Seven Recovery Assessment covered units one, two and three
and was written on January 10th and 11th.
The Grade Eight Recovery Assessment will cover units one, two, three and four and is tentatively scheduled to be written in early February.
The Grade Nine Recovery Assessment covered units one, two, three and four and was written
on January 9th and 10th.
Teachers discussed the format of the assessments with their classes prior to the Christmas
break, however, if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact your child’s math teacher.

Rotary Music Festival 2017
We are pleased to have 6 groups participating in the Rotary Music Festival
this Spring. This festival involves a 45m clinic at MUN with two highly esteemed adjudicators and an evening concert at Holy Heart Auditorium. Concert Choir, Vocal Ensemble, Grade 7 Concert Band, Grade 8 & 9 Band, Senior
Jazz Band and Junior Jazz Band are all participating. The fee for participation
and bussing is $17 per student. Students are asked to bring this money to either Ms. Beresford or Ms. Penney as soon as possible.

Student Council News
Crush for Your Crush
In the Spirit of Valentine’s Day, student council will once again be taking orders for a crush for your
crush. Orders will be taken during recess and lunch from February 6-10. No orders will be accepted
after this date. Students can purchase a crush for a friend or themselves for $1. They will be delivered along with a Valentine on Valentine’s Day. In a school this size, there are students with the
same first name and sometimes even the same full name, so all valentines must include the first and
last name, and the homeroom number to ensure delivery to the right person. If any of this information is missing, there is no guarantee it can be delivered.
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Teacher Appreciation Week
The week of February 13th - 18th is teacher appreciation week. The student council would like to
show the teachers of MDJH they are appreciated by providing baked treats during recess/ lunch.
We are asking homerooms by grade levels to be responsible for different days:




Grade 7 - Monday, February 13
Grade 8 - Tuesday, February 14
Grade 9- Wednesday, February 15

If you wish to send in something for the staff, please email Mme Quann @ colettequann@nlesd.ca.
Celebrating Student’s Successes
We want to acknowledge and celebrate the accomplishments of the students of MDJH. We have a
wall of celebration where we will place a certificate of acknowledgement highlighting participation
and success in a variety of activities. We want to know if your child has participated in any plays,
musicals or has been on a team that has won some title or has been recognized in any individual
competition. We need your help with this. Please let us know so we can proudly display this on our
wall. Please email colettequann@nlesd.ca with Celebrate YOUR CHILD’S NAME in the subject
line.

Library News
Volunteers Needed!
The MDJH Library is always looking for volunteers to help shelve, circulate, catalog and label
books. If you have a few hours on a regular basis to give us a hand it would
be appreciated.
Recycle old magazines
If you are looking to recycle some magazines, we'll take them! Teachers at
MDJH are always looking for magazines to cut up for projects relating to
things like advertising, lifestyle, and body image messages.
Please contact the Teacher Librarian
bethpower@nlesd.ca.
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Yearbook Photos
Anyone having a team or group photo to submit to the yearbook can please email their photo to
colettequann@nlesd.ca. Any pictures taken from a cellphone should be sent selecting “actual
size”, not “thumbnail” to ensure the quality is correct for uploading to the yearbook.
2015-2016 Yearbooks
All yearbooks have been distributed to our current students. Last year’s yearbooks have been
delivered to Holy Heart and Gonzaga for distribution with a list of the names of who ordered
them.
Photography Club
The theme for this month’s photo contest is winter. All members are reminded to submit their
photos to twragg@hotmail.com.

MDJH PET DRIVE
Jan 23- Feb 20, 2017
Bring in the following items to the office to
help support our local SPCA:

Morgan proudly displaying her contributions to MDJH Pet Drive!
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Cat litter (clumping or non-clumping)



Cleaning supplies: all-purpose cleaner,
garbage bags, laundry detergent, dish
liquid, paper products, etc.



Dry kitten food



Whiskas cat food



Kirkland or Nature's Domain dog food



Martengale dog collars

Science News
Science Project season is starting! Science teachers are handing out project guides and bringing classes to
the computer lab so students can start research for their project. There are various project options depending
on program, grade level, and teacher.
Students in the English program have a choice between a Science Fair project, which can be either an experiment or a model, or a grade-specific Common Place Book assignment, which uses their textbook as a
resource to explore an upcoming unit.
In French Immersion, all grade 8 and 9 students are doing Science Fair Projects (experiment or model), as
are the grade 7 Early French Immersion classes (Mme Brunet's classes). For grade 7 Late French Immersion,
Mr Devereaux's class has already completed a portion of an Ecosystem project, and Mr West's classes will
do a project on the Earth's crust and plate tectonics, using an information booklet that was specially written for
accessibility in French for beginning students.
The final deadline for all science projects will be the end of February - please consult the homework pages for
exact dates. The MDJH School Science Fair, open to all students who have chosen that type of project, will
be on Thursday, March 16, 2017, 1:00 - 5:00 pm. Participation is optional, but warmly encouraged, with a
5% bonus added to their project mark.
This year, the Science Department is trying a couple of special initiatives to give additional support to students doing these projects. First, we are exploring the use of Google Classroom, where students can access
copies of the project guides, register their topic chosen topic, and have the option of completing the plans for
their experiment/model online rather than on paper. Some science teachers are also using Google Classroom
for portions of the Common Place Book projects.
We are also offering a Science Project Help Lab during lunch on days 1 and 3 of the school cycle. Teachers
will be on hand to help students with all stages of the project, from choosing a topic, to planning their experimental work, to writing up their report - including French help for FI students. In some cases, students
may also be able to use the school's lab space and equipment to perform their experiment. Please note,
the intention is to supplement, not replace, the help you are able to offer your children. We are looking forward to students' creativity, and to messing about in the lab with them!
WANTED: Science Fair Judges
The MDJH School Science Fair this year will be Thursday, March 16th, 2016, 1:00-5:00 pm.
Science students are getting to work, and creatively designing and performing experiments. Many of them
will be proudly showing off their work at our School Science Fair. It will be, as every year, a big event with a
high degree of community involvement from parents and other scientists. We are proud of our high rate of
student participation!
If you have a science background and want to share in the excitement of doing and talking science with
young people, we want you! Judges visit individual projects and engage the students in conversation about
their work, giving each participant the benefit of a supportive, enthusiastic, and thoughtful audience for their
learning. Then the judges help select the Science Fair winners, who will have the option of going on to the
Regional Science Fair or other event depending on their type of project.
If you are able to participate, please contact me at nathaliebrunet@nlesd.ca
If you have a child in our school, you will be asked to judge a different grade.
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Announcements
City of St. John's presents: So You Think You’ve Got Talent 9th ANNUAL YOUTH TALENT
SHOW PERFORMER APPLICATION Deadline for Applications: Monday, March 6, 2017
Do you dance? Sing? Play in a band? Act? Maybe you do handstands while juggling water balloons
with your feet! Whatever your talent is, here's your chance to show it off in a supportive and nonjudgemental environment. Our annual youth talent show is for ages 10 to 14 years. Performance to
take place Sunday, March 19, at the LSPU Hall.
See Ms. Beresford or Ms. Penney for applications.
MDJH Extra-Curricular Clubs and Groups 2016-17
Yearbook
Ms. Quann / Ms.
Sauvé
Tues after school,
LRC (TBA)
Video Games
Mr. Walsh
Fridays, LRC, 2:154:15

Library Helpers

Student Council
Ms. Quann / Ms. Sauvé
As announced, 220,
11:48

Lego Robotics
Mr. Thorne / Mr. Smith
Tues after school, 123

Recycling

Photography

Art

Ms. Quann / Trevor
Wragg (parent)

Ms. Penney

Every second Wed after
school, 220
ROV (Underwater Robotics)
Mr. Thorne / Mr. Smith
Starts Jan 2017, 123,
Time TBA

Math League

Day 3 Room 227,
11:30

Breakfast Program
Student Council
Members (other students welcome)

LGBTQ

Outreach

Ms. Brunet

Ms. Anderson

Mr. Devereaux

Ms. Doyle

Ms. K. Penney

Ms. Dominix

Day 4, Lunch,

As announced, 109B

Room 124

11:21

Choirs

Ms. Power

Mr. Devine

Ms. Doyle / Ms. Peddle

Vocal Ensemble

Second half of lunch
in the library.

Friday, 4th period 108

Day 5, 208, 11:50

Ms. K. Penney

Bands
Concert Band (pullout) Ms.K. Penney

Thursdays 2:303:30
Concert Choir
Ms. Beresford (pull
out)

Drama

Board Games

Ms.D. Mills Tuesdays
2:15 - 3:15 rm 109a
additional times with
drama fest - auditions in early January

Ms. Parsons / Ms. Kinsella

Math Help

Sports Teams

Mondays 2:10-3:10
in Resource Centre
Thursdays 11:48 in
Room 206

Skills Canada

Maker Technology

Duke of Edinburgh

Mr. Gillard

Mr. Gillard

Mr. Porter

Term 1 - Only

Term 2 - TBA, 119

(See him for details)

Day 3, 11:48, 205

(see School website)
for schedule)

F.U.N.
Friends of United Nations
Ms. Sheppard/Ms.
MacNeill
Wednesday/Lunchtime
Room 218

Hour of Code
Mr. Gillard
December, 119

Ukulele Club
Ms. Power/ Ms.
Beresford
Day 3 in the music
room during the first
half of lunch.

Grade 9 Parents/ Guardians, please return permission forms with $20 for
the Grade 9 School Leaving Carnival, scheduled for May 25, 2017, 6:309:00. Also, we are asking for prizes and/or Gift Cards so that all of our
Grade 9s will walk away with a prize. If there are any parents/guardians
willing to help out with making a batch of 50 mini muffins or cupcakes,
please contact Ms. Pike at christinapike@nlesd.ca
Grade 8 Parents, if you are able to volunteer for the Grade 9 Carnival, a
form will go home on January 18, 2017, with ALL grade 8 students. A
copy can also be found on our web page at http://mdjh.info

Parking lot reminder
Coming off of Toronto Street, there are two lanes. The right lane is for buses and traffic going
around MDJH. The left lane is for parents/ guardians dropping off their children. PLEASE pull up
to the STOP sign before letting your child out!
The drop off lane should only be used for quick stop, drop
and go, even if the doors are not open yet. If parents do not
want to leave until the doors open, they should park in the
parking lot.
Please take a moment to watch MDJH Drop off Video… the
people may have changed, but the instructions are still the
same!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptikIbLLhvo
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We’re on the web!
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